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the world's finest hotels

Stoke Place Hotel -
Buckinghamshire
Should we go and see the hotel llamas
by the lake before or after our
cocktalls? Now that's a.,,

BO0 More

The Bildeston Crown - Suffolk

Please excuse us If we come aCcross 3
little snobby, but we've resoived to only
ever stay at hotels as nice as the
Bllgeston Crown... read more

The Montpellier Chapter Motel -
Cheltenham

Some feel at home In the most modern
of residences, with white walls and

minimal furniture... read more

Carton House Hotel - Maynooth
Carton House Hotel In Maynooth, just
outside Duldin, is an extremely
Imposing buliding, as befits the arginal
nome of the Dukes of... read more

The Reading Rooms -~ Margate

I'll never forget our stay at the Reading
Rooms. 1 cant forget It ~ after
retuming from the elegant Margate
hotei, my boyfriend... reac more

Chewton Glen - Mampshire

With a list of awards and accolades as
long a& your arm - Including AA S Red
Star Rating ant AA "Inspectars” Cholce
Hotel - If you need... read more

Stoke Place Hotel - Buckinghamshire

Stoke Green, Stoke Poges, Buckinghamshire, SL2 4HT 0
+44 (0)1753 468 853
ww stokeplace co.uk

Review by isabel Fay

Should we go and see the hotel

llamas by the lake before or ' E:
after our cocktalis? Now that's W
a dilemma, 3 proper | x
predicament, because when ] ?
you're lolling on the perfect Wy

cushion bedecked bed, the rea
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problem is that you may never
get up again. Stoke Place Is a
true destination hotal with

perfectly pitched design
features - so impressive you
Know you're somewhere
seriously special, but so inviting
that you feel utterly at home

Setin 26 acres of Capability Brown designed grounds this hotel is a shining
example of modem British hospitality. Elegant woodland surrounds a
shimmenng lake with an uptumed rowboal, hammaocks are scattered under
ancient oaks and a giant chessboard heraids the way lowards the sumpluous
bar. The Garden Room restaurant's fresh modern décor makes for 2
cosmopolitan dining experence. Rooms range from small but perfectly
formed o stonking great suites with freestanding baths, all sprinkied with the
maglc souch of lise Crawford (of Babington design fame). Deep toned wood
and wallpapers splashed with coppers and silver are lit by contemporary
chandeliers, modern four poster beds are endlessiy huge and seriously
comforiable, anc the claw-footed baths, big enough for two, are not your only
option as you can always soak under the soft monsoon showers. You see?
How did we ever leave the room?



The Dolder Grand - Zurich,
Switzeriand

Often viewed as 2 dusinessman's oty,
Zurich is an easy European minl break
destination with plenty... read mons

Barceld Billesley Manor Hotel
Warwickshire - Before we begin, allow
me to make two things quite cléar -
have visited very many extremety plush
hotels and 1 am... ~ead more

* Washbourne Court - Lower

Slaughter

Its so English and one of the most
beawtiful of the Cotswold villages yot
with the uncompromising... reat more

The Conrad Hilton - Rangali Island
(The Maldives)

When the term "paradise’ was coined,
1t's tempting to think that the
wordsmith was standing... read more

Broad House Hotel - Wroxham

With its awn guay and set in 24 acres
of woodiand and meacow, a vist to
Marfolk’s Broad House Hotel in
Wroxham s reatly what it.,. reac mone

Ottoman Imperfal Hotel - Istanbul
(Turkey)

The Ottoman impecal Hotel Is & small
but luxurious fittie hotel situatag in one
of istanbul's... read more

Gravetye Manor - Sussex

There are some places which you hope
will never change, pleces with such &
special magic that It Is a pleasure just
knowing that they... read more

Regina Palace Hotel - Lake
Maggiore (Northarn Italy)

Regina Palace Hotel averiooks the
magnificent Lake Maggiore in the
Itallan town of Stresa (n.,. read more

Bul we did. The bar at Stoke Place Is
manned by charming stafl in relaxed
brown cargigans, a uniform away
from yniform, Here you can nibdle
on olives and sip your faultless
apentifs while you peruse the menu,
It's a lucky thing the bar is so comfy,
you may lake some considorabla
time choosing from this menu, it's
senously cool

Perfectly poached wood pigeon
came with truffe potato, pickled
raspbarries and bitter chocolale jelly
cubes. Elegant globe artichokes
were scatiered with tiny girolles,
confit lomato and topped with
Hoegaarden Alr. It's inventive stuff, but without the often allenating air of an
Innovative menu. Modem and elegant with a twist, befiting the hotel's style,
the chef has been letloose and Is cieary having a biass, but with enough
restraint that we're all in on the fun, Portions were small but were topped up
by a steady flow of exquisite paletle cleansers, all surprising and amusing, If
delivered with slightly more ceremony than was necessary. Pan seared fiflet
of beef, tongue and bordelaise sauce made my comganion actually “shush”
me. Apparently this was so good It had 0 be savoured, nay honoured, with a
mament of compieta silence. Sigh. Topping this off with chocolate and tonka
bean ganache, caramelised white chocolate, amaretio mousse, coffee airand
green tea ice cream, | realised we had both siopped alking. With soppy
contant smiles on our faces we sloped back 10 the bar for a wall eamed
brandy and 2 siate of divine chocolawes

*| literally couldn’t eat another thing”
ngherl opening the door to find the
lumdown service had leftus a
salection of, oh lord, more knee
trembling chocolates and a siate of
the cholces: fruit, Apparently |
literally could eat another thing

Sioke Placs Is quite simply a treat.
Whether you're fooking for
somewhere very special 1o spend the night or are on your way 1o the airport
and just feel plain decacent, I1's a contemporary gem that's both surprising
and charming

Prices start from £140 for 2 double room, dinner starts a2t £30 per head for two
courses. London Marylebone 1o Gerrards Cross rail 30 mins, 4.6 miles from
Garrards Cross

Spaghett! Bolognese Facezook.comHenzlomatoXetehuo
Nadia Sawalha's secret Ingredient Try our quick & easy
recipes Today!



